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First, I wou]o 13?6 to ask th“t you forget anything which you
may hqve heard that I have in mind if 1t conflicto with what I now
say. .. '
Yy amazewrent continues to grow as I see hbw easgy it is to find
good objéetions to ény attitude which one might want to teake as
being the best in the face of the nreveilingnconditions in the
Amish churches. I have been totally unable to find a solutigh
thzt does not avp»ear to be peossible of.just eriticiem, 1ncludiné
that“of doing nothing for the tire belng. It avnears to me that
in spite of 511 the difficulties with every vossible solution it
is ocur resﬁonsibility to interpret the situation unéer the direc~
tion of our Master and proceed with the wisest soluticn, evén
though we feel 1t to be fraught with difflculties. I feel thet
there are times when it is just ase dangerous and Jjust as wrong to
do nothing as to do the wrong thing (ex.).

From what I cen feel it seems that even though interest 1s
incressing in the mission movement oﬁﬁosition is orgenizing and
increasing faster. And if the vresent trende continue we might
25 well 2dmit thet we 2re hesded for an inevi{atle nztion-wide
avlit. This might not be so tad if there was any hove that the
two segments could someday be ré—united. -But naet exnerience
Indicates th=2t this rarely havnens. To mny Pnowleége when a
division occure in the Amﬂah church it becomes nermanent even
though there ray have keen hoves of a future reumion zt the time
of the init Annroxlvately a century ago when the Amish Bennon—
ites uho finally merged with the Mennonites gplit from the Amlsh
church, accerding to J.C. Wenger,'it gnlit the Awlsh church nearly
in two. Fut even at that this evlit left the o0ld klock withh%he
same escential nature aﬁﬁ character. If a evlit occcurred today

we would be a very semsll minority. In fact when I look over the
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mailing list and find how many of our readers atre no longer Amleh
then I wonder if it ie worth all the effort. Eut, 28 veovle are
also largely a vroduct of their times and fhe Arieh cultore is
changing, I feel that we have 2 Tetter chance of succeeding than
we would hsve had a century ago. Yet the situstion demands study
and consideration by every individual who has any sincere concern
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in the matter.
Much of the fuming and fussing that hss been Sone in the Amish

church is due to ifnorance concerning the true issues at stake.

If peonle understood whst they were disagreeing over often there
would bte no disagreemeNt in weny-copes. This may not be exactly
true of the misgsion movewent, but the church in general shouid
have a more enlightened understanding on this matter. Our mission
minded-060ble are earnest and sincere, tut it seems thot in some
localities mahy have tecome mission-minded ohly as a result of a
real conversion exverience. Ve ﬁight as well admit that too
meny of us are just babes, and we are in serious need of greater
stability. Yet at the vresent these neovnle zre our only mesns of

revpresenting our convictions to our onnosers.

I feel that our movement is sufferihg from, in some cases,
lmproper representation, but, more generally, from the lack of 1it.
Eut even where we have good revnresentstion I'believe that much
could be galned be the publicstion, in sowe form, of an internre-
tatlion of what we believe concerning mission work. The nublication
should be distributed as widely as vnossitle although excention to
thls could be made. This should be written in the form of san
explansation with the vpurnose of creating a better understanding
rather than trying to tell veople whet they must believe.

{Here is where we would differ from Manacia's tsetics. Person-

ally, I do not feel th2t he Creates resentment simonly by sending
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the M.E.E. to uninterested peonle as much as he Coes by the punches

he dellvers by direct methods., I feel that the indirect method
could be used to preater advantape.)

‘As to'tow our intervretation should be given I can only make
suggéétions. Cne nossibility would e thfougb a sewvarsate nub-
lication. Another would ke by a swall booklet., In either case
I weuld suggest that the ¥.I.C. create a staff of editors coﬁgist—
ing of winlsters and leaders of the movement. Someone wouldfbaQe
to wfite @ skeleton. Then this would be mimeogrenhéd and sent to

all the members of the staff for editing ané‘clerifying wherever
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necessary as well as revising or glving needed comnleteness.
.This should be considered thé offici=l necsition of the entire staff
and therefore a cetatement of majqr vrevortions. The staff of =47
editors, of course, would give the publicetion some Drestige._'
Concerning distributlon, the only s=olution that I have would
he to use the Wi%nessing mailing liet to contact someone in every
church district which we have represented to supnly us with the
nsres and addresses of 3ll theveople in the church, I do not feel
at all thst this is sn imvossible task for anyone with lots of
coursge and nerseverance. Persconal écouaintances could be gotteh
to respond wost easily and by utilizing the information availabie
through the entire staff I believe that we cculd fairly well cover
all areas vhere we have any mission-winded wneovle. Of cource,
there would te a concsideratle period of time in which to work be-
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fore anything would be ready to ke cent our, The ministers
dresses in the unfepresented areas could be gotten frem the vear-

book.



