Minutes
of the
MISSION INTERESTS COMMITTEE
Annunl  Meeting
August 27-28, 1957
Neor Goshon, Indiana

Progsonts Dovid I Miller, Konsas, Chnirman; Henry J Yoder, Okliahor Alvin J Beochy.
Ohio, Horry D Weirich, Ind, and Mphlon Wegler, Konsas, Scce=lrcass

Othors fron out of State included: Eli & Katie Helmuth, Harrdson :
Mae Schwartz, Monroc, Inde Amy Byler, Strasbur@, Chio. Horvey Grab ed Loke, Ont,
Lloyd Gingorich, Aden Gingorich, Lovi Gingerich, Chris Gingerich Miller, Plain
City, Chio; Yost Miller, Millorsburg, Chio. John G Yoder, Lovi St erone, Micl,
Chris Stoltzfus, Perma. Joseph Overholt, Uniontown, Chio, Poul - _
Menry Zocol brethern attended wvorious sossions of the neeting, .

In the courge of the two days, the Committee nmeb cight tdines w various workers,
future workers, ond others directly involved in the work, in private, seni-prévate,
and public discussions and presentotions. Each session was preceded witly devotional
periods, invoking divine guidiance from, ond offering praises to, our kind Heavenly
Fathor, ,

Y. Red ILakes

Tt wog Fiftcen nonthe since the first of our workers arrived at Red Lake, Ont,

%o bogin nission work among the local Indian population. Sundey School for children
wag firgt organized, being held in the open air, thon later noved indoors, upcn the
corpletion of the twowroon schoolhouse with full boscnent, and when the weather
beegne more severo, Adult classes were then also ineluded, end at present scrvices
are held in the forenoon, and in the ovenings Attendonce hag been very good, the
highest over 140, which is nearly tho basenent capacitye 4 vigitotion progran, "
ond cotbage nectings are carried on by the workers, with o good reception gencrally.
Several have confessed Christ, and onc is dosiring bapiisn, and the workers focl
the fruits of a now-bibth arc evident. For this we praise Gode

Day clementary school ig conductoed for the children, enrollment being over forty,
but average attondance some lcss, die to the sonowhat unsgbobled noture of the
indian commumity, such as noving ouk to Traplines, ctc,

Surmer Bible SchBol was conducted for the children this past sunnex, with goecd
intercst showna ’ :

Moso and Ada Beachy end two song, Middlebury, Indiana, arc new workers going to
the ficld. Mogos assaing the respensibility as principal of the schools Adn will
Bo in charge of the noon lwmckcs gorved ot the school for the pupils, and noy teach
somc craft claggos, Ary Bylor, Strasburg, Chio, alsc a mew worker, will be teaching
the Lower grodes in school. _

Lloyd Gingerich, Plain City, Ohio, .who has been in the progrom from the begining,
reported on various phroses of the work, and expressed thanks ond appreciation o
those ok home for their supporte Licyd will be continuing studies in college this
f211, and the Committec expressed ithanks for his services rendered, ond wished urn
him Ged¥s blesging for the futurea -

Harvey Graber, who is general director of the work, roported orally, giving his
personal testimony of the joy and rickmess in Christ by serving in this way, ond
challenged us that we search oursclves to find and experience this joy, in withess—
ing for Christ. He also exprosscd spécial thanks and appreciation for the support
and prayers by the home congregotions,

4 question and onswer pericd involved such gubjechs as, catholic opposition,
water supply for the school and homes, (it comes from Skockun Bay, ond tastes somo-
what stale during the summer) material aoid- such as conned goods can well be supplicd
by home congregations, mainly fruit and beef, No Pork can be taken across the
Canadian border. . [

The bixilding, a garage, with residence on thc second floor, ~this summer
-oagh slightly over $5000.00, and the mojor portion of these bi poide

The need for having an ordained mon ot Red Loke is becoming m al, bul no
definite actiohk was fakem, The Committee recommends that all wor teach tho word
at evory occagion, in speaking and by living, and in the future w
definite action to £i11 this growing need.

Of major importance was the consecration proyer service held b
and Horvey storted dn the Jjourney to Red Lake, uwhliere prayers asc
the work, the workors, and for thosc beoing served and tought the ol of Christe




2 Publications ‘

The publishing of Wilnessing cortinuew on a nonthly basis. It wa ed oub
that contributions were not keeping up with the printing and postage
pregenting these facks to the reading public may help this situntior
ligt is aromd 5700 ot present, s

To help along in the editing dubies, it was folt an ossocinte edd uid be on
assch, sharing the work load of owr present editor, Horvey Grabers
action, Yost E Millor wns named cssociate editor of Wilmeossing,

The oddressing, and circulation memagement noy be noved to the Hig son, Konsos
cormnisy by Jon, 1, 1958, | _
3e Hillercst Homes g - -

Eli Helrnuth gave a report on the expaonsion of the Home, mow haying room for 45
guests, This mokes it necessary to have a larger gtaff, ond there are vocencies on
the staff ot present, providing opportunities for service for I.W. men, single
fellows and girls, or young married couples, There is a definite need for more stoff
housing, and further planning will be Jdone with the locol Harrison boord on this
nother.

be Gulfports "
Since our last meeting the John Bender fomily along With the Joseph Beachy fomily,
have moved awny from Gulfport, Miss, They felt the church there is now more dn in<
digenous church, or more self=substantial, insofor as Sunday School teacheirg, elic,
are concerned, and coupled with this is the fact of some likeral trenda of the churc

The residence and lot owned by the M,J.C, is being sold, however the transoction is
not yet completed,

5« Colerfdizotions

One afternoon was devoked ‘to the Colenization part of the program. A roview of
the studies thus far wns prosented, and it is felt the next achion would Be on the
part of those that would wish to colonize, and thon further action could be token

to orgonize o Mrevolving muturl aid find" for the purpose of assisting such
colonigation efforgs.

ée Drogeos :

Chriss Swartzentrubers, who hove been living near Drasco, Ark, for over 2 yeors,
have longed to gee additional families scttle in $he aren, for f¢llowship and
added witneaseg, One family ig soriously considering such a move, Several summer
BiltLe Scheols were held in the arca diring the past sumer, and they ore aweiting
further 1éodings from the Lord as to the starting of a Sundey School in game eorioin
commmity, :

There arce some fimds available to assisht govoral familics #o gettle in some

poorer scchions of the cowmtry, such c.s at Drasco, or others, te work and witness
.wo thoge about them,

7e Orgonizations T
‘To replace Henry J Yoder, Okln, whose torm on the commitbee expires Jane 1,1958,
Abe J Yoder, Hartville, Ohio, wag élected for a four yoor terme For chairmon for
1958, David L Miller wns roclected,
44 journment, proyor by Henry J Yodor.

Mchlon Wogler, Sceretarxys




