M. M, Beachey, _‘ - Kalona, Iows. Thurgdey Morning, 4el9-gz
Elkli(}k, Pa. o T :

Doar Brother:-- Msy the Grace of the Lord, the Peace of God, and the Comunity
of the holy Spirit bs with you, now and forever, Amen '

Your kind Letter, lMailed 1ast Mondey ceme to hend with Yesterdeys Mail. I was
ingdeed glad to receivea letter from you once more. Yet I wonld much rether heard
that Pesce snd Harmony preveiled in the Churshwhich is entrusted to your care,

The trouble seems to be gbour enforsing the strict avoidance Plan against tho
that leave your Church and go over to the Kerynend Church. I am not so very much
surprised at this. 46 it is only & fullfillment of the Predictions of Bishop Joe
Widmer. When he was told of the Movement, he used the english phrase:"Nowldokout

I heard him ssy in private and Publio, that he helped thet ohurs on its Peet
by ordeining a Bishop by which they became independent or selfsustaining, but
they have now tskeb steps in establishing the strict Avoidsnce if-&nyishonld go
over to the other shurch, of whish he is not in favor. "Ieh bin nit einig damit.
And they ere going fo heave trouble sooner or lsier.

Similar Troubles begsan in the life of lMenno Simon, who died in About 1564.
‘Hia last yesrs were spent in trying to slleviate such trdubles, but was unable
to accomplish what he simed af, and died with a heavy heartis after his death,
these conditions grew worse; untill they were so bad that-$hey could well be.
Split after split took place, and the most faations simed t0 avoid the others.

Finglly in 1652the 18 Articles of Faith were drawn up with an aim. of healing
these 014 sores. which 1t §4d to a large extend, but not all the Faotions addopt
them, Yet it was the dawn of the day of greater harmony and feass,

TIL you read carefully thé lest stsisy of the 16. ar-ticla,‘-‘%ﬁhera it is-paid:
The Church must put away fron hmer thde thet ere corupt, be it dn dootrine or
life, and no others. Then yod have the foundation of this peagetreaty. tho it
dont pay it so defimitely, yébt it is plain to me thet this wag to do awsy with
the Avoidance of those of which the only offence was, of going to another Fag-

tion.

The Mennonites avoid mentioning this in their History, probably becsuse it
is rather e disgrece on the history of the Chursh, to admit that they were sat
ons time so desperately splid up. Yet I find 1t in Histories written by well
informed Historiens of the Sfete churches of thst day.

: The sbove goes to proovg that this Avoidence Plan, for going from one Fag~
tion to another is not new, but so fer &s % have studied History it proved a
feilure and plaid Hewoo wheresvr tried. '

But now this Plen was gddopted by the Churehpver which you are td preside
with en unanimous Volce, s Iiam tolds.This says to me: Hands:0ffl Yet to & limi-

ted extend only.
You ask me for an advige in your letter. I think you sgked me the same
thing once before, end I think I dodged yowr reguest that time, as that unanimon
Voice kept saying to me: Hends O0f£f, I think I shal come & 1litfle nearer fullfil-
11 our reques this time, , o *
" "1 shal fo this on shiother Sheet, will say here: I wokejmp £00n s&ffer: 12
oslock, and heve not slept since, I studied and prayed over this $iteous matter
quite a bit, and by the urging of my wife I oame to the ocoxnciution to give you

better satisfaction 4% s




T

Tyus Christisn love, charity shd forebesrsnce demands of us that we respect
and regerd our neighbors rights concisnce snd convictions as much &8 owr own,
yet our conscience is not infalieble, it is much as we are tauwght or educated,
1# thie teeching is infeliable then our conscience ig,--and only then is a safe
Dictator to follow. but every body beleaves himself fo be right, snd will some-
times ohenge thearies and convietions,

Fow this being the case.] think a safe and sane way would te to give the Lid-
erty end let each one follew the dlctates if his or her own Consciense. letting
those thet think they would-do wrong if they 4id not avoid them, avoid them; and
on the otherhand, those that feel that they 814 wrong if they 4ic avoid themy

do not insist that they shonld. ”
N, e i

i

Be pacient and Bear one with gnother, come togesther and commune togeather.
and give the holy Spirit a ohance to~dfucate and work in our heurts bring us
closer togeather, &t we grow in Grace and Knowlege in the Will of the lord.

If I understsnd that unanimous voice of the Church, this wouvld not interfere
with it at s11, Since they all agreed %o 4it, but there was no previtions made
whatever, if any should change their convicticnse. which is likely to ocour with
the best of us. - e .

Now Deer Brother: You may not be sble to hold the shurch togesther by follow-
the sbove method. but if you take this stand, you cen feel that you 4id your Du~
ty, in trying to compromises Compromising is not always begt, dult in this csase
it womld be, and is the only thing that will hold the church togeather.

I well know,yon are in @lose Quarters, end to do this you must teke & firm
" gtand. Be easy, mild snd 14ving. By all meens do not ust haresh words and ezpres-
sions, trying with the help of God to be an ensemple oi mildngss, forebesrance
Keeknese and humility. and ﬁg@uca the Members to the same. ° =

Latters may look dark to you, and I tske from your Letter fthat you fesr you
would not esocomplish muock. I% is right that this feeling shoulg come., dbut I Thir
with the sbove plan, you can feel yourself on safe groung end pn the Lords side
end 4f the CHurch has not drifted away from God too Zar through selfishness, the

Lord will be with you, bless your efforts, and may work wonders which will sur~
prise you. Let the Lord do i, end only #ee you &s &n instrument in his hand.

We are having s few nice werm days now, had a ccld backward spring so far
& good warm rain would be &pﬁ%eci&teﬁ. we sre improving ir health. the lord be
preised for hise kindness towégﬁ UB» :

We ozpect to hold councilimeeting sunday. and if sll goes well comunion two
weeke letor. end probsbly ordain s Hinister. Help us to dray that the Good lord
mgy bless and guide us in this important undertaking. We uean to pray for youn

glse in our humble and wesk way. : i
i J. P. Swartzendruber and wife.

I would be pleased ¥o hear@frgm you oooatidjly.

P. 5. I forgot to ;ﬁxent:io_n_in the above. Neither side has & ot end defitipe
mOHUS SAYS THE IORD" to:base iteelf upon. hence I consi or it safe to com-
promise. - e '



